
Lectio Divina

Lectio – reading and listening; read the passage out loud and silently several times listening for
key words or phrase; be sensitive to the moving of the Spirit.

Meditatio – meditation; “chew on” the word or phrase that God has brought to mind; memorize
it, listen to it, let it interact with your own personal context.

Oratio – prayer; pray through the passage God has given you; offer it along with your situation to
him.

Contemplatio – contemplation; rest in silence in the presence of God; this is very difficult for
those who are uncomfortable with silence and not “doing” anything.

Luke 10:25-37 (NRSV)

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must I do to inherit eternal
life?" 26 He said to him, "What is written in the law? What do you read there?" 27 He answered,
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." 28 And he said to him, "You
have given the right answer; do this, and you will live."

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 30 Jesus replied,
"A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who
stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was
going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan
while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to
him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own
animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii,
gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 'Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you
whatever more you spend.' 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who
fell into the hands of the robbers?" 37 He said, "The one who showed him mercy." Jesus said to
him, "Go and do likewise."

turn over for text in The Message



Luke 10:25-37 (The Message)

 25Just then a religion scholar stood up with a question to test Jesus. "Teacher, what do I need to
do to get eternal life?" 
 26He answered, "What's written in God's Law? How do you interpret it?" 

 27He said, "That you love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and muscle and
intelligence—and that you love your neighbor as well as you do yourself." 

 28"Good answer!" said Jesus. "Do it and you'll live." 

 29Looking for a loophole, he asked, "And just how would you define 'neighbor'?" 

 30-32Jesus answered by telling a story. "There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to
Jericho. On the way he was attacked by robbers. They took his clothes, beat him up, and went off
leaving him half-dead. Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same road, but when he saw
him he angled across to the other side. Then a Levite religious man showed up; he also avoided
the injured man. 

 33-35"A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man's condition, his heart
went out to him. He gave him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his wounds. Then he lifted
him onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him comfortable. In the morning he took out
two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 'Take good care of him. If it costs any
more, put it on my bill—I'll pay you on my way back.' 

 36"What do you think? Which of the three became a neighbor to the man attacked by robbers?" 

 37"The one who treated him kindly," the religion scholar responded. 

   Jesus said, "Go and do the same." 
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