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Bono’s love-hate relationship with the church: the long road from Dublin to Willow Creek
In a taped interview with Pastor Bill Hybels at the 2006 Leadership Summit from Willow Creek Community Church in Chicago, Bono testified to some very conflicted views of the Christian church throughout his lifetime. At one point he expresses, “I was very angry; I was angry with the church – I never liked the church particularly, I never felt comfortable really in churches – and now I knew why.” The delay of Christian leaders to act against the AIDS epidemic was inexcusable from his perspective. But Bono continues, “Then something dreadful happened. The church started to… to wake up [laughing], started to get organized, started to be really powerful in this area, and they ruined it for me [laughing]. Now I have total respect for the church.”
The frontman for U2 has moved through a wide range of feelings regarding the institutionalized church in his lifetime. What are the different attitudes he has held regarding the church? Why has he been so angry with organized religion? Why has Bono said, “Religion can be the enemy of God”? What has led him recently to openly embrace the institutional church?

In this paper I will investigate Bono’s love-hate relationship with the church. I will examine his early days as a teen growing up in a denominationally mixed home, his involvement in a sectarian Christian community, his growing distaste for institutionalized religion through the 80s and 90s, and his reorientation toward the church as a place of hope and grace.

I will demonstrate Bono’s shifting attitude toward the church by examining sources such as the 1981 Ghettout presentation in Worcester, England, lyrics of songs, speeches and written texts. I will show through Bono’s own words the transformation that has happened in his understanding of the role and place of the church in addressing cultural issues. My intent in this paper is not to peer voyeuristically into the life of a celebrity rock star, but to examine the man’s own account and chronicle the journey he has taken.
