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Paper Proposal

Teaching U2: the classroom as “gathering place”

In the fall of 2006 Professor Tim Neufeld taught the first course of its kind at Fresno Pacific University (FPU): Theology, Culture and U2. To our knowledge, it is the first time a semester-long upper-division course on U2 has been taught at the university level; almost certainly it is the first full-term course about U2 with regard to theology.
That same semester freshman Jessica Mast enrolled in the course along with a dozen other students. As a result, Professor Neufeld and Ms. Mast have collaborated on several projects related to U2 including a literary presentation in FPU’s Hiebert Library, presentations during the university’s “Building a Culture of Peace Week” in 2007 and 2008, and a campus presentation on World Aids Day. These presentations sought to integrate biblical theology, current cultural events and the work of U2. Ms. Mast also currently serves as Professor Neufeld’s teaching assistant in this course, which is now offered on a biannual rotation.

In this paper we will demonstrate how teaching the U2 catalog works to enhance an interdisciplinary liberal arts education. We are convinced that the classroom is an appropriate “gathering place” for educators and students alike to process a host of topics and issues. In U2 we find the opportunity for holistic discussions of art, politics, history, theology and religion, among others. Through their recordings, concerts and social activism U2 helps us think about the interconnectedness of the world around us, and the classroom provides an environment in which we can theologically process very current events and cultural nuances.
In this paper we will demonstrate the formation that can happen in a college student’s framework for understanding the larger world by examining common, yet sometimes unlikely, juxtapositions including sexuality and theology, art and the church, politics and world religions, and pop culture and worship/liturgy. Throughout this paper we will alternate between giving a professor’s and a student’s perspective, share stories of students who have engaged in thoughtful exploration of U2’s catalog, and show that patterns of holistic learning can be developed in the classroom's unique gathering space through careful examination of U2’s music, words and actions.
