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Why Study U2?: Reflections on the Good Samaritan

I. Introduction
A. Review 
B. Student’s internet research this week – summaries of findings.

II. Why Study U2? Reflections on the Good Samaritan.
A. Abbreviated Lectio Devina: Luke 10:25-37 (see handout below)

1. Dismiss students for reflection and prayer
2. Return for sharing

B. Reflections on the Good Samaritan.
1. See brief essay below.
2. Handout and discuss.

C. U2 functions as a Good Samaritan for me.
1. Not in the traditional sense of helping the poor, though they also do that.
2. They stand outside my community of religious leaders, pastors and

experts and shock me with a different perspective.

a. They shock me with lyrics
(1) “Yahweh”

Take these hands, Teach them what to carry
Take these hands, Don’t make a fist
Take this mouth, So quick to criticize
Take this mouth, Give it a kiss

Yahweh, Yahweh
Always pain before a child is born
Yahweh, Yahweh
Still I’m waiting for the dawn

(2) “If God Will Send His Angels”
Jesus never let me down
You know Jesus used to show me the score.
Then they put Jesus in show business
Now it's hard to get in the door.



Hey, if God will send his angels
And if God will send a sign
And if God will send his angels
Would everything be alright?

(3) “Wake Up Dead Man”
Jesus, Jesus help me, I'm alone in this world
And a fucked-up world it is too.

Tell me, tell me the story, The one about eternity
And the way it's all gonna be.

Wake up, wake up dead man
Wake up, wake up dead man.

b. They shock me with words (usually Bono)
(1)  "...I genuinely believe that second only to personal redemption,

the most important thing in the Scriptures — 2,103 passages in
all — refers to taking care of the world's poor." 
L.A.Times, April 4, 2005

(2) … in 1997, a couple of eccentric, septuagenarian British
Christians went and ruined my shtick—my reproachfulness.
They did it by describing the Millennium, the year 2000, as a
Jubilee year, as an opportunity to cancel the chronic debts of the
world's poorest people.  They had the audacity to renew the
Lord's call....
‘Jubilee'—why ‘Jubilee'?
What was this year of Jubilee, this year of our Lords favor?
I'd always read the Scriptures, even the obscure stuff.  There it
was in Leviticus (25:35)…
‘If your brother becomes poor,' the Scriptures say, ‘and cannot
maintain himself… you shall maintain him…  You shall not lend
him your money at interest, not give him your food for profit.'  
It is such an important idea, Jubilee, that Jesus begins his
ministry with this. Jesus is a young man, he's met with the rabbis,
impressed everyone, people are talking.  The elders say, he's a
clever guy, this Jesus, but he hasn't done much… yet.  He hasn't
spoken in public before…
When he does, is first words are from Isaiah: ‘The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me,' he says, ‘because He has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor.'  And Jesus proclaims the year of
the Lord's favor, the year of Jubilee.  (Luke 4:18)
National Prayer Breakfast, February 2, 2006



c. They shock me with actions
(1) A mock terrorist execution in concert (forcing me to deal with the

reality of terrorism in a country that has long ignored it’s image
as a terrorist)

(2) Bono’s trips to Africa (heightening awareness of the AIDS
epidemic) view http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/12958852/

3. As real as the road the Jewish man was beaten on, I am laying on a road
of 
a. religiousity – established norms and traditions for encountering God
b. pretense – thinking I know everything there is to know about God and

presume to speak for him
c. and arrogance – believing that others should believe the way I believe

and should act the way I act
d. U2 brings me awareness of these things in my own life

4. “What is the hardest thing to teach a fish?” Answer: water.
5. I need someone to teach me about the water I swim in. U2 does this for

me.

D. Ask yourself, “Who is my Good Samaritan?”
1. How might U2 challenge your understandings and frameworks?
2. Who would be the most unlikely person to deliver God’s message?
3. Who might repulse you and yet surprise you by offering helping hand

(either literal or metaphorical)?

III. Conclusion: My hope is that U2 will reach out a helping hand in surprising ways,
make us uncomfortable, and reveal something to us about ourselves that we didn’t
previously know.

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/12958852/


Lectio Divina

Lectio – reading and listening; read the passage out loud and silently several times listening for
key words or phrase; be sensitive to the moving of the Spirit.

Meditatio – meditation; “chew on” the word or phrase that God has brought to mind; memorize
it, listen to it, let it interact with your own personal context.

Oratio – prayer; pray through the passage God has given you; offer it along with your situation
to him.

Contemplatio – contemplation; rest in silence in the presence of God; this is very difficult for
those who are uncomfortable with silence and not “doing” anything.

Luke 10:25-37 (NRSV)

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must I do to inherit eternal
life?" 26 He said to him, "What is written in the law? What do you read there?" 27 He answered,
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." 28 And he said to him, "You
have given the right answer; do this, and you will live."

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 30 Jesus replied,
"A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who
stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was
going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan
while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to
him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own
animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii,
gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 'Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you
whatever more you spend.' 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who
fell into the hands of the robbers?" 37 He said, "The one who showed him mercy." Jesus said to
him, "Go and do likewise."

turn over for text in The Message



Luke 10:25-37 (The Message)

 25Just then a religion scholar stood up with a question to test Jesus. "Teacher, what do I
need to do to get eternal life?" 
 26He answered, "What's written in God's Law? How do you interpret it?" 

 27He said, "That you love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and muscle
and intelligence—and that you love your neighbor as well as you do yourself." 

 28"Good answer!" said Jesus. "Do it and you'll live." 

 29Looking for a loophole, he asked, "And just how would you define 'neighbor'?" 

 30-32Jesus answered by telling a story. "There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to
Jericho. On the way he was attacked by robbers. They took his clothes, beat him up, and went
off leaving him half-dead. Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same road, but when he
saw him he angled across to the other side. Then a Levite religious man showed up; he also
avoided the injured man. 

 33-35"A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man's condition, his
heart went out to him. He gave him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his wounds. Then he
lifted him onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him comfortable. In the morning he
took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 'Take good care of him. If it
costs any more, put it on my bill—I'll pay you on my way back.' 

 36"What do you think? Which of the three became a neighbor to the man attacked by
robbers?" 

 37"The one who treated him kindly," the religion scholar responded. 

   Jesus said, "Go and do the same." 



Reflections on the Good Samaritan.

On a recent retreat with church leaders we took several hours to study Luke
10:25-37. The man asking the question in this passage, "Who is my neighbor?" is
identified as "an expert in religious law" (NLT), "an expert in the law" (NIV), and "a
religion scholar" (Message). 

Jesus answers the question with the well known story of a Samaritan who helps a
ravaged Jewish man. I have always known that the Samaritan was a powerful
metaphor for the enemy, the half-breed and the person least likely to be a helper,
but I have never taken the story so personally. I wonder, did this "expert" who asked
the question play the same role in his religious community that I play in mine? If, as
a religious leader, I were to ask the question of Jesus, "Who is my neighbor?" what
character would he use to shock me as much as the Samaritan would a Jew? 

I have often put myself in the place of the Samaritan and asked, "Who should I
help?" The answer is, obviously, the person who is least deserving: the enemy, the
ostracized, the unlikable. But now my question has changed. I must ask, "Who is
my Good Samaritan?" Who is the one that will shock me, show me the agape of
Christ, and provide a model of the incarnation that I could never find in my own
religious community? I know that it will have to be someone outside of my own
context, someone who could help me better understand the water I swim in and the
culture I inhabit. 

This is the question that I am committed to for the next year - Who is my Good
Samaritan? Could it be a homeless person, a child, a homosexual, a disgruntled
elder in the congregation? Who will help me as I lay in disequilibrium on the road to
a new world? I will wait and I will watch.
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