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I. Introduction

II. Innocence: Boy, October, War
A. Listen to clips from Ghettout Music event, 1981, featuring a presentation by

Bono, Edge and Larry. (The following are my notes from listening to the
session. Only those that are in quotes are Bono’s actual words; all else is my
interpretation of Bono’s and Edge’s comments; Larry though present remains
silent.)

1. Soundbite 01 Hippies and Punks. 
a. There is agreement with the hippie and punk movements in their

assessment of western farcical culture.
b. U2 as aggressive, identifying with John the Baptist and Jeremiah.
c. But music must provide hope, not just rage.

2. Soundbite 02 Isaiah and non-Christians.
a. Isaiah 40:3-5 as a mission statement (this is set in tension with

immersion into Christian subculture).
b. “Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness....”
c. The need to be surrounded by non-Christians; the push toward

credibility and accountability from a non-Christian band member
(Adam), a manager, and others.

d. Already evidenced in the discussion is a developed passion for
justice; Bono repeatedly references the killing fields of Kampuchea
(Cambodia) as Satanic powers to be fought (this is not through
violent means or prayer meetings).

e. U2 don’t want to publicize that they are Christian but choose to live
letting their lives and music be their witness.

f. “I despise religion... because in my country, where I come from,
religion is used as a sort of hammer to be hit over each other’s head,
be you Protestant or Catholic. As far as I’m concerned anyone that
has Christ at the head of their life is part of the church of Christ.”

3. Soundbite 03 The Edge on Waiting
a. Edge reads Isaiah 40:3-5 again.



b. The Christian community is on the wrong road.
c. Edge reads Isaiah 40:30-31. Waiting for the Lord, rising up with wings

like eagles.
d. Edge reads Psalm 40:1-3. David: “he’s quite a sinner;” waiting for the

Lord.
e. Edge reads Jeremiah 29:10-13. wait and seek for the Lord.

4. Soundbite 04 No Half-Hearted
a. “There’s one thing I can’t stand... that is a sort of middle-class

Christian, or a coffee-morning Christian.”
b. There is a responsibility when we know the truth. The implication is

that many Christians live within their subculture without a seriousness
that is necessary if they are going to be responsible with the truth.

c. The Lord wants 100%. We have to be involved in the battle. We must
fight against Satan.

d. The “fighting” is usually addressed in relation to injustice; Bono keeps
referencing Kampuchea and Ireland.

e. Bono reads a portion of 1 Corinthians 12. Everyone has a place in the
body and a purpose.

f. We all have a responsibility to address the issues of Satan with the
truth. Just being a praying Christian is not enough.

5. Soundbite 05 Cause and Effect
a. U2 write (in their songs) about the cause (why injustice happens,

fallen man, Satan) not the effect (the specific situation in Northern
Ireland)

6. Soundbite 06 Praise vs Outreach
a. There are two sides in Christian music: 1) praise of God within the

Christian subculture; 2) outreach in the music world.
b. U2 are not from a “Christian circuit” culture: playing for money in

churches and for “people who already know what your talking about.”
c. The Christian subculture gives the image of a weak God. “Christ

came to bring a sword, not flowers.” “This is something in U2 we are
trying to do something about.”

d. “We weren’t going to tell anybody, we were going to witness by our
lives.”

e. After news of their Christianity leaked in an article Bono was terrified:
“We’re a Christian band! It’s all over. We’re finished. I thought the
witness had ended!”

f. “Jesus said that we should be the salt of the earth.”
g. The Christian subculture seems to preach to the converted.



7. Soundbite 07 Pop Gospel and Falwell
a. Bono reads Isaiah 42:10-11; Sing to the Lord a new song.
b. Bono references a TV program called “Pop Gospel” (Ireland,

England?) presents a popular, weak, emotional image of God. “Our
God is being separated from real life.”

c. In America: Jerry Falwell and the “Old Time Gospel Hour.” Bono
gives a very interesting perspective of an outsider. He is fascinated
and disturbed by the constant fund-raising and political endorsing of
that he sees in the American church.

d. “When I see Christians getting involved in politics to the extent of
making their hour, which is supposed to be dedicated to
Christ,...which gets involved in the politics in America (which we know
is completely crazy – I mean they really do get on with it – all the flags
and everything), I see a real danger. Christianity is getting a peculiar
name.”

e. “There’s a real phrase that’s coming into America which is “Praise the
Lord and bomb the commies.” [huge laughter in room]

f. We must be firm and strong. Light music does not work in an
outreach capacity because there is a battle, a seriousness, Satan; the
Christian subculture doesn’t work in the real world.

8. Soundbite 08 Christian Subculture and the Damage Done
a. “We are three Christians who believe we are doing the Lord’s work.”
b. People should not follow U2 because they are Christians. “We are

separating ourselves. ...We don’t particularly want to be involved with
it” [the subculture].

c. The band didn’t want to attract Christians to their gigs and they didn’t
want the Christian magazine Buzz(?) to write about them. When the
magazine disregarded the band’s desires and wrote about them
anyway, U2 was very offended and this incident served as evidence
to them that something was going wrong in the Christian subculture.
They believe that the subculture can damage their witness.

9. Soundbite 09 All Flesh is Grass
a. Boy, abstract retrospective about innocence.
b. October, talking about “the battle.”
c. Bono reads Isaiah 40:6-8; all flesh will fade away and the only thing

that lasts is the word of God.
d. “If we have anything to say, it’s that all this flesh... is going to fade

away and it’s not that important; and the only thing that people have
to grip onto is the word of God. And I hope that that is the overall
message that comes from U2 in a few years.”
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B. Boy, October, War 
1. These albums represent innocence, faith and idealism.
2. The themes show the strong influence of living in a community called

Shalom. 
a. Read Assayas, 145-146.
b. Read Acts 2:42-47.

3. The edges are a bit harder, the lines are a bit sharper.

C. Selections from Boy (1980), an album of innocence; the collection of songs
represents the naivete and the innocence of youth and emergence into a dark
world.
1. “I Will Follow”

a. The song counters the message of the punk movement but attempts
to keep the movements energy.

b. Agape love vs philos and eros. (Also see Vertigo live in Milan concert)

D. Selections from October (1981), an album of faith; many call this a “Christian”
album, filled with images of faith, spirituality and theological understandings.
Critics did not respond favorably.
1. “Gloria”
2. “Fire”
3. “Tomorrow”
4. “October”

E. Selections from War (1983), an album of idealism; the band addresses larger
world issues, humanity, and aggression. “Sunday, Bloody Sunday” becomes
a song of unity around non-violence, and reflects the idealism of the band
throughout the album.
1. “Sunday, Bloody Sunday” (already discussed in previous class)
2. “Seconds”
3. “Drowning Man”
4. “40" (in contrast to the opening song, “Sunday, Bloody Sunday”)



“I Will Follow”

Boy, 1980

 I Will Follow 

I was on the outside when you said

You needed me

I was looking at myself

I was blind, I could not see.

A boy tries hard to be a man

His mother takes him by the hand

If he stops to think, he starts to cry

Oh why?

If you walk away, walk away

I walk away, walk away

I will follow.

If you walk away, walk away

I walk away, walk away

I will follow.

I will follow.

I was on the inside

When they pulled the four walls down

I was looking through the window

I was lost, I am found.

If you walk away, walk away

I walk away, walk away

I will follow.

If you walk away, walk away

I walk away, walk away

I will follow.

I will follow.

Your eyes make a circ le

I see you when I go in there

Your eyes, your eyes

Your eyes, your eyes.

If you walk away, walk away

I walk away, walk away

I will follow.

If you walk away, walk away

I walk away, walk away

I will follow.

I will follow. 

“Gloria”

October, 1981

I try to sing this song

I, I try to stand up

But I can't find my feet.

I, I try to speak up

But only in you I'm complete.

Gloria

In te domine

Gloria

Exultate

Gloria

Gloria

Oh, Lord, loosen my lips.

I try to sing this song

I, I try to get in

But I can't find the door

The door is open

You're standing there, you let me in.

Gloria

In te domine

Gloria

Exultate

Oh, Lord, if I had anything, anything at all

I'd give it to you.

Gloria

In te domine

Gloria

Gloria



“Fire”

October, 1981

Calling, calling the sun is burning black

Calling, calling, it 's beating on my back

With a fire

With a fire.

Calling, calling, the moon is running red

Calling, calling, it's pulling me instead

With a fire, fire.

But there's a fire inside

And I'm falling over

There's a fire in me

When I call out

You built a fire, fire

I'm going home.

Calling, calling, the stars are falling down

Calling, calling, they knock me to the ground

With a fire, fire.

But there's a fire inside

And I'm falling over

There's a fire inside

When I call out

There's a fire inside

When I'm falling over

You built a fire, fire

I'm going home.

“Tomorrow”

October, 1981

Won't you come back tomorrow

Won't you come back tomorrow

Won't you come back tomorrow

Can I sleep tonight?

Outside, somebody's outside

Somebody's knocking at the door.

There 's a black car parked at the side of the

road

Don't go to the door

Don't go to the door.

I'm going out.

I'm going outside mother.

I'm going out there.

Won't you be back tomorrow,

Won't you be back tomorrow,

Will you be back tomorrow?

Can I sleep tonight?

Who broke the window

Who broke down the door?

Who tore the curtain

And who was it for?

Who heals the wounds

Who heals the scars?

Open the door, open the door.

Won't you come back tomorrow?

Won't you be back tomorrow?

Will you be back tomorrow?

Can I sleep tonight?

'Cause I want you

I, I want you

I really want you.

I, I want, I, I

Want you to be back tomorrow

I want you to be back tomorrow.

Will you be back tomorrow?

Can I sleep tonight?

I want you to be back tomorrow

I want you to be back tomorrow.

Will you be back tomorrow?

Open up, open up, to the Lamb Of God

To the love of He

Who m ade the blind to see.

He's coming back

He's coming back

O believe Him.



“October”

October, 1981

October and the trees are stripped bare

Of all they wear.

What do I care?

October and kingdoms rise

And kingdoms fall

But you go on

And on.

“Seconds”

War, 1983

Takes a second to say goodbye, say goodbye

Takes a second to say goodbye, say goodbye

Oh, oh, oh, say bye-bye.

Where you going to now?

Lightning flashes across the sky

East to West, do and die.

Like a thief in the night, see the world by

candlelight.

Fall, rise and... 

Fall, rise and...

In an apartment on Times Square

You can assemble them anywhere.

Held to ransom, hell to pay

A revolution every day.

U.S.S.R., G.D.R., London, New York, Peking.

It's the puppets, it's the puppets pull the strings,

yeah.

Fall, rise and...

Fall, rise and...

Say goodbye, say goodbye 

Say goodbye, say goodbye.

It takes a second to say goodbye

Say goodbye, oh, oh, oh.

Push the button and pull the plug

Say goodbye, oh, oh, oh.

Fall, rise and...

Fall, rise and...

And they're doing the atomic bomb

Do they know where the dance comes from?

Yes they're doing the atomic bomb

They want you to sing along.

Say goodbye, say goodbye

Say goodbye, say goodbye.

“Drowning Man”

War, 1983

Take my hand

You know I'll be there

If you can 

I'll cross the sky for your love.

For I have promised

For to be with you tonight

And for the time that will come.

Take my hand

You know I'll be there

If you can 

I'll cross the sky for your love.

And I understand

These winds and tides

This change of times

Won't drag you away.

Hold on, and hold on tightly.

Hold on, and don't let go of my love.

The storms will pass, it won't be long now.

This love will last, this love will last forever.

And take my hand, you know I'll be there.

If you can I'll cross the sky for your love.

Give you what I hold dear.

Hold on, hold on tightly.

Hold on, and hold on tightly.

Rise up, rise up with wings like eagles.

You run, you run.

You run and not grow weary.

Hold on, and hold on tightly. 

Hold on, hold on tightly 

This love, lasts forever.

Now this love lasts forever. 



“40"

War, 1983

I waited patiently for the Lord.

He inclined and heard my cry.

He brought me up out of the pit

Out of the miry clay.

I will sing, sing a new song.

I will sing, sing a new song.

How long to sing this song?

How long to sing this song?

How long, how long, how long

How long to sing this song?

You set my feet upon a rock

And made my footsteps firm.

Many will see, many will see and hear.

I will sing, sing a new song.

I will sing, sing a new song

I will sing, sing a new song.

I will sing, sing a new song

How long to sing this song? 

How long to sing this song? 

How long to sing this song? 

How long to sing this song?
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